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Vision Statement 
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Can it be here already? It seems that the school year just ended but here we are, getting geared up for another 

amazing year at The Woods!   We hope you were able to uncover some new adventures this summer and fill your 

days with your children, family and friends.  We truly hope you discovered that a little rest energized you and your 

kids for a new school year.  We certainly are ready and have deepened our resolve to do the wonderful work we do 

with the precious gems with which you entrust us each day!    

When I was 8 years old, my cousin Mark and I decided to go on an archeological expedition in the alley beside my 

grandmother’s house.  We got out our garden trowels, some paint brushes and a bucket, and started digging.  (Yes, 

it was back when kids could play in the dirt, and yet somehow, I lived!  Anyway…)  We dug and dug, found lots of 

rocks, some were even kinda’ pretty, but it was the little glimmer of something shiny and brown that got us excited.  

We gently dug all around, then used those paint brushes to gently sweep away the Oklahoma loamy, sandy, dirt.  It 

was Indiana Jones and her trusty side kick at work!  There it was, a perfectly preserved (almost) small brown 

medicine bottle.  Slowly we lifted it from the ground and held it up in the hot mid-day sunshine.  We were so happy 

with that bottle that we ran in the house and showed it to everyone we could find.  I still have it today.  It was a simple 

discovery, but I never forgot that feeling of discovering something that was hidden.  The bottle itself really doesn’t 

have any value, but that feeling… that feeling of finding it was priceless!  We want every student to feel that same 

feeling when they read, when they use math, when they find out about the world through Social Studies, Science, Art 

and movement.  We want them all to discover the sheer joy of discovery!  We also never want to forget the feeling of 

watching those “lightbulbs” come on, of building a truly meaningful relationship with a student, of learning new things 

ourselves that bring that refractive light and sparkle to your own eyes.  That’s why we have chosen the theme for this 

year…... DIG IN AND DISCOVER!   

Our school motto of Discover, Integrate and Grow continues to drive what we do, and focusing on the discovery part 

seems perfect for the goals that are outlined for this coming school year.  All of our students are diamonds in the 

rough and each one has its own special radiance and brilliance.  They may not even be aware of their value, but we 

know that they have so much potential just waiting to be uncovered.   

Speaking of “Discovering” new things, there have been a few changes happening over the summer.   We have had a 

few physical changes here at Crofton Woods!  You’ll see some digging already as the construction on the new wing 

has begun.  We are completely fenced in across the back of the school right now and will be that way for the duration 

of the project.  We are going to explore a new way to get in and out to recess.  But, not to worry, we have it all 

mapped out.  It’s going to be a year to deepen our appreciation of our original lot and dig deeper into ways to utilize 

what we have.  It will all be worth it when the new wing is revealed!  

There are also some new staff discoveries to be made!  Some folks shifted their carts to a new space and grade, as 

well as the excitement of excavating some new talent, with 6 new teachers, a sparkling new part time counselor, and 

being able to claim 2 new custodians.  As the enrollment continued to climb, 

we scooped up a new Kindergarten position late last week, reducing our 

class sizes.  We are hunting for the perfect teacher and will keep digging 

while we use an awesome sub until we hit gold!   

This year awaits, hidden right beneath the surface!  We have so much to dig 

in and discover… about our kids, about our teaching and about ourselves! 

What will our students discover this year?  So exciting!  Mrs.Birus 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/887


 

 

 

August 29 

New Family Orientation 1pm 

Sneak A Peek 2pm 

 

September 3 

Schools open for grades 1-5 

 

September 3 & 4 

Kindergarten Conferences 

 

September 5, 6 & 9 

Kindergarten staggered 

entrance 

 

September 10 

First day for all Kindergarten   

 

September 12 

Individual Picture Day 

 

September 18 

Back to School Night 

 

September 20 

Skate Night 5-7pm 

 

 

 

September 30 

School Closed -  

Rosh Hashanah 

 

 

 

 

AACPS Calendar  

 

 

Helping Your Child Succeed in School 

There are many simple things you can do to help your child 
have a successful school year. 

Develop a homework schedule. 

Provide a quiet work space for homework time. 

Be sure that your child has all of the supplies needed to 
complete homework assignments. 

Take time to read to and with your child every day. 

Help make learning meaningful.  Try to look for ways to 
apply the skills taught in school to your daily lives. 

Visit the library regularly. 

Make sure that your child is not overbooked with 
extracurricular activities.  Extracurricular activities are a 
great way for your child to socialize and get exercise; 
however, too many activities can take away from 
homework time.   

Counselor’s Corner    
Mrs. Angie Martin, ammartin2@aacps.org  

Ms. Mary Kate Miller, mkmiller2@aacps.org 

 

 

 

 

*1:00 PM, Thursday August 29th 

“New Family Orientation” 

(In the Cafeteria, followed by a tour) 

 

*2:00 PM Thursday August 29th  

“Sneak A Peek at Your Seat” 

 A chance for all students to visit their 

classrooms, bring in supplies, and meet your 

teacher! 

CWES is using an 

updated program for 

signing in all visitors and 

volunteers.  Please allow 

for extra time and 

remember to bring your 

license.  

  

https://www.aacps.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=10775&dataid=27782&FileName=1920calendar.pdf


Breakfast/Lunch prices 

Breakfast  $1.50 

Lunch     $2.75 

Milk       .55 

Have you considered MyPaymentsPlus™ for your child’s lunch account? 

Even if you don’t make payments online, all parents are encouraged to create a MyPaymentsPlus™ 

account in order to: 

• View cafeteria balances anytime, from anywhere 

• See what your child is purchasing in the cafeteria 

• Set up alerts so you know when the balance is low 

• Make payments to your child’s cafeteria account, online or with the MyPaymentsPlus™ mobile app 

• Visit www.mypaymentsplus.com     Signing up is FREE and easy! 

Lunch Schedule 

K  10:50-11:15 

1
st 

 11:20-11:45 

2
nd

  11:50-12:15 

3
rd

  12:20-12:45 

4
th 

 12:50-1:15 

5
th
    1:20-1:45 

 On Tuesday, October 1, 2019, your child will bring home a Federal Impact Aid Survey form. Please assist us by 

filling out the information requested on the form and return it to your child’s school. 

The U.S. Department of Education allows a multiple child form. AACPS has designed a form that will allow two 

children’s names for your convenience. Should you have more than two children, please utilize a second form that 

you can either obtain from the school or download from the AACPS website at www.aacps.org. Also, please note that 

the complete address of the Parent/Guardian’s Employer if they work on Federal Property, the complete 

address of the Federal Property on which they work, and each survey form must be signed and dated by the 

Parent/Guardian. The Federal Impact Aid Survey form for 2019-2020 will be available to download on October 1, 

2019. We will also be using our Connect-Ed Automated Telephone Notification System to remind everyone about the 

significance of completing and returning this survey. The school system receives approximately $2 million in funding 

from the Federal government in support of our children after the forms are processed.  

Thank you in advance for your support and assistance. Should you have any questions regarding this information, 

please call Angie Smack in the Finance Office at 410-222-5200.  

https://www2.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
https://www.aacps.org/aacps


Absence Notes 

Please make sure that 

all absence notes 

include: 

 Student’s Legal 
Name 

 Homeroom 
Teacher’s Name 

Date and Reason 
for Absence. 

 

AACPS is committed to providing 

safe and secure learning 

environments for all students and 

employees. Successful completion of 

a criminal history background check is required for all 

volunteers, either on or off school property.   

No Dogs  

On School Property 

We love our dogs but they are not permitted on school property as per BOE policy!  

   DO NOT BRING DOGS ONTO SCHOOL PROPERTY! 

Although a dog may be loving and friendly to its owners and family 

members, it can easily turn against strangers and is a liability issue for you, 

as well as a “clean up” issue too.  Pets can remain in the car with adult 

supervision. 

Thank you for you cooperation!  Woof!  

Crofton Woods Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system. It covers selected interior and exterior 

public portions of the building and grounds. It is NOT monitored constantly, but it is monitored during emergency 

situations. During certain events, when the safety or security of students may be in question, authorized personnel 

from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units may be given access to view images projected on the 

camera system. If you have any questions about the system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 

410-222-5083. 

 

School Bus list available here: 

http://busstops.aacps.org/  

Lunch/Recess monitors needed.   

Please contact Mrs. Buonassisi at 410-222-5805. 

http://busstops.aacps.org/


Please call the office if your child will be absent or 

late to school. We have two office phone numbers.      

 410-222-5805 

   410-721-1054 

A message from the School Nurse 

ACCIDENTS CAN HAPPEN! 
 

It is a good idea, no matter what your child’s age, to keep an extra set of 
clothing in your child’s backpack or locker. Sometimes accidents happen at school 
and they are not always bathroom related. Children spill milk, vomit, rip their pants, 
or slip in the mud. Waiting for parents to be located when this happens can result in 
embarrassment, discomfort, and lost class time for your child. Keeping a change of 
clothes in the student’s backpack can also help you to avoid getting phone calls during 
your busy days. We DO NOT stock extra clothing in the health room. Thank you for 
your cooperation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 7 

PTA Meeting 7pm 

 

October 8 

2 hr. early dismissal 

Professional Development  

 

October 9 

School Closed—Yom Kippur 

 

October 15 & 16 

School closed for students  

parent/teacher conferences 

 

October 23 

Unity Day 

 

October 31 

Halloween 





 

Communicating with your 
School Nurse 

 
Parents/Guardians - Keep Your School Nurse Up to Date: 

 
1. Be sure to inform your school nurse about your child’s health conditions or other 

special health needs in order to plan for safe management at school. Chronic health 
conditions including but not limited to:  asthma, seizures, diabetes or life threatening 
allergies. 

 
2. Remember to provide your school nurse with current emergency contact information 

and please keep this information up-to-date. 
 

3. Tell your school nurse if your child’s health condition interferes with school attendance. 
 

4. Make sure to tell your school nurse about medications and medical treatments your 
child requires during the school day. 

 
5. Tell your school nurse about any changes in your child’s health or mobility status, or 

about any infectious disease. 
 

6. Speak to the school nurse if you need to obtain information about health insurance for 
your child.  

 
Any questions or health related concerns, please contact your 
School Nurse, _Dawn Felski R.N.  at___410-721-5370____. 

 
Working Together for a Safe  

and Healthy School Year! 
 

Anne Arundel County Department of Health 
 

School Health Services 



                        When Do I Keep My Child Home From School? 
                             (Although no comprehensive list is possible, the following conditions may       be                   

be appropriate reasons to keep a student home from school) 
 

Temperature 100° or greater   Suspected fracture 
Vomiting, diarrhea    Severe pain     
Shortness of breath, wheezing   Undiagnosed rash  
Abdominal pain     Productive cough and fever 
Red, draining eyes     Suspected communicable disease 
Chest pain      Head injury  
Earache      Adverse medication effect 
Nuisance condition not currently treated e.g., ringworm, scabies, head lice 
 

   Healthy Habits = Healthy children 
 

Healthy habits decrease the spread of germs and help 
to keep children and families well: 

 
1.Handwashing is one of the best ways to keep from getting sick. If soap & water aren’t 
available, use an alcohol based hand sanitizer. 

 
2. Cover that sneeze and cough - Coughing and sneezing spread germs. Cover your nose 
and mouth with a tissue or the inside of your elbow to prevent spreading germs to your 
hands. 
 
3. Get Moving – Exercise helps the body fight off simple illnesses. Include active play in 
your child’s schedule. 
 
4. Sleep – Getting the right amount of sleep will help fight off colds and infections.  
 
5. Healthy Eating – Good nutrition is vital for good health. Provide a variety of foods, 
including plenty of vegetables, fruits and whole grains at meal and snack times. 
 
6. Keep your Child Home when Sick- Children should stay home until they feel better 
 
ALSO: your child may carry their own chapstick and non-mentholated throat lozenges on 

them at school! 
 

Anne Arundel County Department of Health 
School Health Services 

 



MARYLAND STATE 
SCHOOL MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZATION FORM 

 
This order is valid only for school year (current)  including the summer session. 

 
School:    

 
This form must be completed fully in order for schools to administer the required medication. A new medication 
administration form must be completed at the beginning of each school year, for each medication, and each time there is a 
change in dosage or time of administration of a medication. 

* Prescription medication must be in a container labeled by the pharmacist or prescriber. 

* Non-prescription medication must be in the original container with the label intact. 

* An adult must bring the medication to the school. 

* The school nurse (RN) will call the prescriber, as allowed by HIPAA, if a question arises about the child and/or the child’s medication. 

 
Prescriber’s Authorization 

 

Name of Student:  Date of Birth:  Grade:    
 

Condition for which medication is being administered:    
 

Medication Name:  Dose:  Route:    
 

Time/frequency of administration:  If PRN, frequency:    
 

If PRN, for what symptoms:    

Relevant side effects: ? None expected  ? Specify:    

Medication shall be administered from:  to   
Month I Day / Year Month I Day I Year 

 
Prescriber’s Name/Title:   

(Type or print) 
Telephone:  FAX:    

 

Address:   

 
 

 

Prescriber’s Signature:  Date:   
(Original signature or signature stamp ONLY) (Use for Prescriber’s Address Stamp) 

 
A verbal order was taken by the school RN (Name):  for the above medication on (Date):    

PARENT/GUARDIAN AUTHORIZATION 
I/We request designated school personnel to administer the medication as prescribed by the above prescriber. I/We certify that I/we 
have legal authority to consent to medical treatment for the student named above, including the administration of medication at 
school. I/We understand that at the end of the school year, an adult must pick up the medication, otherwise it will be discarded. 
I/We authorize the school nurse to communicate with the health care provider as allowed by HIPAA. 

 
Parent/Guardian Signature:  Date:    

 

Home Phone #:  Cell Phone #:  Work Phone #:    

SELF CARRY/SELF ADMINISTRATION OF EMERGENCY MEDICATION AUTHORIZATION/APPROVAL 

Self carry/self administration of emergency medication may be authorized by the prescriber and must be approved by the school 
nurse according to the State medication policy. 

 

Prescriber’s authorization for self carry/self administration of emergency medication:    
Signature Date 

School RN approval for self carry/self administration of emergency medication:    
Signature Date 

 

Order reviewed by the school RN:    
Signature Date 

2004 


